








Ogle County Waste Disposal & Recycling “Green Guide”

° Ignitable - May be flammable under most
temperature conditions.

. Corrosive - A substance that will destroy
or damage a substance, including living
tissue, by chemical action.

o Irritant - A material which causes reversible
soreness or inflammation of living tissue by
chemical action at the site of contact.

° Reactive - A substance which if combined
with other substances may react mildly or
violently.

HHW includes many products we use every day, but
if mishandled, can result in serious harm or death to
children, pets, refuse haulers, disposal site workers
and YOU! They can also have an adverse affect on
septic systems, sewage treatment plants, ground
water, and lakes and streams.

Examples of HHW are: automotive fluids (gasoline,
oil, antifreeze, etc.), cleaning products (bleach, ammo-
nia, bathroom/toilet cleaners, etc.), lawn & garden
products (pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, fertilizers,
etc.), paints, stains, varnish, thinners and solvents.

These types of products can be safe if you follow these
guidelines:

o Read and follow the directions.

° Only buy the amount that you will actually
use for the project.

. Use the product for its intended purpose only.

° Keep product tightly sealed in its original
container.

o Keep in cool dry place out of reach of children
and pets.

. Keep incompatible products separated, i.e.

bleach & ammonia.

° Check containers periodically for
deterioration.

If you have followed these guidelines and still have
HHW to dispose of, try one of the following:

° If the product is still useable, give it away to a

friend, family member, church, Habitat for

Humanity, drama club, or other place that
could use it.

° Take the items to an annual HHW collection
event or permanent HHW site in Rockford.
There is no fee for this service.
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Ink Cartridges '. "

See Toner Cartridges, page 36.

Junk Mail

Each year over 100 million trees are used to produce
direct market or junk mail. According to the Center for
a New American Dream, in 2005, 5.8 million tons of
catalogs and other direct mailings ended up in the U.S.
municipal solid waste stream. Less than 36% of this
direct mail was recycled. This not only costs money
and energy to produce but also to mail, recycle or dis-
pose of, not to mention the environmental impacts.

Junk mail can be recycled in all of the municipal
curbside collection programs and the county drop-off
recycling  stations. However, reducing the
unwanted mail is a better option. Here’s how you can
doit:

o The Direct Marketing Association (DMA)
offers a Mail Preference Service to remove
your name and address from their mailing
lists. Include the names of all people
receiving the mail at that address. They may
charge $1.00 for this service. Write them at:
Mail Preference Service, P.O. Box 282, Carmel,
NY 10512 or register online at:
www.dmachoice.org/MPS/

° Credit and Insurance Offers: The Fair Credit
Reporting Act gives you the right to have
your name removed from mailing lists used
for credit or insurance offers. Again, each
name receiving such offers must be removed
separately. To opt out of such offers contact
the major credit bureaus Opt Out Program at
888-567-8688 or visit
www.optoutprescreen.com

. Mailing Lists: The previous options may
remove your name from most national
mailing lists but your name may be on other
lists. Magazines, catalogs, newsletters,
charities, stores and online vendors all may
sell or share your name with other businesses.
Whenever you place an order, make a
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donation, receive a credit card, subscribe to a
publication, or join an organization, write or
ask the entity not to share or sell your name to
others. For more information visit
www.junkbusters.com.

o Return Junk Mail: Unwanted mail stamped
“address correction requested” or “return
postage guaranteed” can be returned
unopened by writing “refused, return to
sender” on the envelope. If the mail includes
a postage paid reply envelope, use it to send
a note requesting to be removed from their
list. Include the mailing label they sent to you.
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Bring to Ogle County Solid Waste Management
Department, 909 W. Pines Rd., Oregon to be recycled

by the Lions of Illinois Foundation, or take to the
annual HHW collection events in Lee or Ogle County.

Keys
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Landscape or yard waste consists of grass clippings,
leaves, weeds, shrubbery cuttings, and tree branches
generated from the care of residential lawns, trees
and yards. It makes up about 12% of the municipal
waste we generate.

Landscape Waste

Most municipalities in the county offer collection serv-
ices for landscape waste which differ from town to
town, depending on the waste hauler. See curbside
refuse and recycling information on pages 14-16 or
check with your city hall for specifics in your town.

In managing leaves and grass clippings, your best
strategies to reduce your environmental impact and
reduce disposal costs are to:

° Grass Clippings — Leave them on the lawn.
This returns nutrients to the soil, helps retain
moisture, and avoids the effort and cost
involved in collecting and managing it. If the
lawn is too long and you must bag it, then
composting or mulching the material is
recommended. Don't over fertilize, herbicide,
or pesticide your lawn or garden. These
chemicals can have an adverse affect on the
lawn, environment or public health, if
misused. Over fertilizing can make your
grass grow faster, which in turn makes more
work and waste for you to deal with.

° Leaves — Consider purchasing a mulching

mower or new mulching blade to shred the
leaves into the lawn. This works best if the
leaves are dry. Or mow and bag the leaves
and use them for mulch around trees and
shrubs, or compost them (see page 29). Use a
leaf blower/vacuum to shred and collect them
for mulching or composting. If you have more
than you can use, consider giving them to a
gardener friend, bag them for collection or
take them to one of the compost sites listed
on page 7.

° Brush/Branches — If curbside collection of
brush by a waste hauler is not available, then
burning it may be an option if it is dry, done
safely, and in compliance with open burning
laws and regulations. Large branches, trees
and stumps may require the assistance of a
tree removal or lawn care service. See page 7
for a list of facilities that accept brush for
chipping or composting.
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Please see Construction & Demolition Debris, pages

29-30.

Residential medical waste includes expired or
unwanted prescription or over-the-counter medicine
and sharps (hypodermic needles) generated by
residents in their homes.

Lumber

Medical Waste

Waste medicine should not be flushed down the
toilet or drain. It can have an adverse affect on sewage
systems, septic systems, aquatic life and the environ-
ment. If placed in the trash, it could be scavenged,
illegally sold or could poison children or animals. The
best alternative is to dispose of it at an annual HHW
collection event or permanent HHW site in Rockford.
If this is not possible, place the medicine (not sharps)
in a sealable bag with kitty litter, coffee grounds,
sawdust, etc. and place in the trash. Remove labels or
block out personal information on containers and
recycle.

Sharps generated in residents homes must be handled
carefully to prevent injury to those involved in the
waste management stream. They should be stored in
a rigid container (thick plastic detergent bottle or
coffee can, not milk jugs) labeled and sealed with tape
to prevent accidental injury. Take to an annual HHW
collection event or permanent HHW site in Rockford,
hire medical waste disposal company, or dispose with
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household trash, if allowed by your waste hauler
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Mercury containing products like thermometers,
thermostats, and switches must be handled with
extreme caution and packaged to contain any leaks.
They may be taken to an annual HHW or electronic
collection event or permanent HHW site in Rockford.

Mercury

Thermostats may be taken to a participating
heating/air conditioning contractor or supplier for
recycling. Call the Thermostat Recycling Corporation
at 800-238-8192 for a list.

In case of a mercury spill, contact the Illinois Dept. of
Public Health at 217-782-5830 for more information.
Do not use a vacuum cleaner to clean up mercury!

e &

]
L
OCSWMD encourages the recycling of all types of

scrap metal. Please see list of recycling drop-off
facilities & junkyards on page 17-18.

Metal (Scrap)

Motor Oil &

Oil Filters o~
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Do not pour on ground or down a drain. Take oil to
an annual HHW collection event or permanent HHW
site in Rockford. Oil filters may be recycled at a
county tire and oil collection.

Businesses accepting oil (call first):

° Auto Zone, Rochelle, 815-562-9459

° Johnson Tractor, Rochelle, 815-562-2135
° Pines Auto Repair, Polo, 815-946-2816

° Dan’s Auto & Tire, Oregon, 815-732-2887
° Dixon Tire Center, 815-284-3324

A single quart of motor oil, if disposed of
improperly can contaminate up to
2,000,000 gallons of fresh water!

Paint } '0"‘
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Latex: If dry and solid, can go into garbage with lid
off. If liquid remains, try using up the rest by painting
on cardboard, or allow to air dry with lid off. Mix with

oil dry, sawdust, kitty litter, or paint hardener to
harden. Then place in garbage when dry. Donate to
churches, theater groups, art association, Habitat for
Humanity. May take to an annual HHW collection
event or the permanent HHW site in Rockford.

Oil based paints: Use up or take to an annual HHW
collection event or permanent HHW site in Rockford.
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Paper products make up about 40% of the waste we
produce. Most of it can be recycled. Paper products
such as office paper, magazines, phone books,
corrugated boxes, chipboard boxes (cereal, shoe,
pasta, etc.), paper bags, junk mail, catalogs, books,
newspapers & ads, beverage cartons, wrapping paper
and most other paper products can be recycled at most
curbside recycling collections, if available, or at the
county drop-off recycling stations. Boxes must be
flattened. Magazines can also be donated to schools,
nursing homes, or day care facilities.

Pesticides are substances used to prevent, control or
lessen the damage from pests. Although the toxicity
varies from one pesticide to the next, all pesticides
should be treated with caution. Never dump leftover
pesticides or pesticide mixes down the drain, toilet, or
on the ground. If used in moderation and according
to label instructions, these products can be safe and
effective. If possible, use them up as intended. Dispose
of expired or unusable pesticides at an annual
HHW collection event or the permanent HHW site in
Rockford. Consider natural, organic or biological
alternatives to pesticides.

Paper Products

Pesticides
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Phone books are accepted at all curbside recycling

programs as well as the county drop-off recycling
stations.

Phone Books
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Reuse in small trash cans or reuse to shop with. Bags
can be recycled at most Wal-Mart, Jewel/Osco,
Highlander, and Logli stores. Local thrift stores may
be able to reuse plastic bags. Do not place in the Ogle
County drop-off recycling stations or curbside bins.
Replace with reusable cloth bags (see Grocery Bags
page 32).

Plastic Bags
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Plastic Recycling 'f"‘ & ]
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With a few exceptions, most plastic bottles and
containers are accepted for recycling at curbside
programs and the county drop-off recycling stations.
Plastic items that are NOT accepted for recycling
include: Styrofoam #6 (cups, peanuts, rigid packing
materials, etc.), toys, plastic bags, plastic silverware,
hangers, buckets, laundry baskets, items without a
recycling symbol.

Further information about plastic recycling symbols,
descriptions, applications, and products made from
them once recycled can be found on pages 11-13.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

We can recycle plastic milk, water and detergent
bottles to make new detergent and engine oil bottles,
trash cans, flower pots, recycling bins, drainage pipes,
park benches, playground equipment, traffic barrier
cones, kitchen drain boards and combs!
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Store safely away from children or pets. Use up
completely as intended or take to an annual HHW
collection event or the permanent HHW site in
Rockford.

Poisons
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Most businesses that fill or sell propane tanks will
accept empty propane tanks in exchange towards the
purchase of a new full tank. Call first to verify. Small
camping type propane tanks can be taken to a
junkyard for recycling, if completely empty, or
disposed of in the trash.

Propane Tanks
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Donate to local thrift shops and charities (see page 23).

Recycle old shoes at drop boxes located around the
county.

Shoes

Nike Reuse-A-Shoe Program accepts old athletic shoes
to be recycled. The different shoe parts are ground up
and made into new products like athletic flooring,
synthetic basketball and tennis courts, and carpet
padding. Call 1-800-352-6453 for a drop off location or
send to Nike Recycling Center, c¢/o Reuse-A-Shoe,
26755 SW 95th Ave., Wilsonville, OR 97070.
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Shredded paper is accepted at most curbside recycling
programs and at the county drop-off recycling
stations as long as the paper is prevented from
blowing around. Place in paper bags and roll up or
staple. For larger quantities, use paper landscape
waste bags.

Shredded Paper
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Most smoke detectors contain a tiny amount of
Americium 241, a radioactive material. They should
not be taken apart or thrown in the trash. They are not
accepted at the annual HHW collection event or
permanent HHW site in Rockford.

Smoke Detectors

Smoke detectors should be sent back to the manufac-
turer for recycling. The majority of them are made by
First Alert/BRK Electronics, 800-323-9005. Send those
brands to First Alert/BRK Electronics; Attn: Disposal,
3920 Enterprize Ct., Aurora, IL 60504. Wrap in
newspaper, put in box and send by surface mail.
Contact OCSWMD for addresses for other brands.

Styrofoam Packing Material

For Styrofoam packing peanut options please see
Bubble Wrap on pages 27-28. Rigid Styrofoam pack-
ing material, such as that used for packing a new VCR
or computer is not accepted at this time in any of the
area recycling programs. It must be disposed of at a
landfill and may not be burned or buried.

Thermometers & Thermostats

Please see Mercury on page 35.
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Small ink-jet toner cartridges can be recycled by
acquiring a postage-paid mailer at the Ogle County
Courthouse, the OCSWMD, or some local US Post
Offices. Most copier, fax and printer cartridges are
easily recyclable. Check with your local schools,
churches or office supply vendor to see if they offer a
cartridge return/reuse service or collect them for a
fund raiser.

Toner Cartridges
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When you purchase new tires, leave your used tires

Tires

N
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with retailer who must accept them for recycling. May
bring (one-time) to IEPA sponsored tire collection
event for recycling.

May also take tires to (may be a fee, call first):

. Alderks Tire Co., Rochelle, 815-562-4644

. Dan’s Auto & Tire, Oregon, 815-732-2887

o Dixon Tire Center, 815-284-3324

° Freeport Tire Service Co., 815-235-3638

° Peter’s GMC Truck, Rochelle, 815-562-2196
Vermicomposting
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Vermicomposting, using redworms to recycle your
food waste and wastepaper, is a fascinating and easy
way to manage waste and create rich, fertile organic
matter called worm castings or vermicompost. It can
be done indoors and outdoors and takes very little
effort.

(Composting with Worms)

In a nutshell, vermicompost is made in a container
filled with moistened bedding (shredded paper) and
redworms. Food waste is added, and in a few weeks,
the worms and other microorganisms will convert the
entire contents into rich compost.

Worms: Only a few types of worms are suited for
vermicomposting. Redworms or “red wigglers” are
well suited because they are tolerant of temperature
extremes and are surface feeders. They can be
purchased at bait shops or on the internet for about
$25 per pound (about 1000 worms). Nightcrawlers
will not work.

Housing: Many types of commercially available
worm bins are available on the internet or through
mail order catalogs. OCSWMD has a limited number
of bins available for sale. You can also make your own
from plastic tubs, buckets, or out of wood. Worms
have the same basic needs as other animals - food,
water, oxygen, and shelter. The bins must provide
adequate ventilation, drainage, and have a lid.

Bedding: Moistened shredded newspaper works well
for worm bedding - the smaller the strips, the quicker
the material will decompose. Add a small amount of
garden soil and sand to introduce microorganisms.

Feeding: Redworms can be fed all types of fruit and

vegetable waste and other plant based waste. Coffee
grinds, tea bags, pasta, grains, bread, cereal, may also
be used. Acidic food scraps like citrus fruits,
tomatoes, etc. should be fed in small quantities. Do
not use meats and dairy products (the worms will eat
this but it can cause bad odors and attract unwelcome
insects) or salty foods. Keep the food waste covered
with new shredded paper to avoid fruit flies.

If your worm bin environment is satisfactory, you can
expect the worms to eat up to their body weight in
food each day. Over time, the bin will fill up with
worm castings and the worms and castings will need
to be separated. The castings can be used in the
garden and the worms can be used to start over again.

Contact OCSWMD for more information - books,
videos, worm bins and worms.
An average size worm bin containing two pounds of red
wigglers can consume about one pound of food waste per
day. Based on 22,000 households in Ogle County, if just
5% of them had one of these average worm bins, they
could prevent 1,100 pounds (.50 tons) of food waste
from entering the landfill each day, and 400,000 pounds
(200 tons) from entering the landfill each year.
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Donate to local thrift stores or take to music/video

resale shop. Recycle by mail through the following
businesses. Ship prepaid by UPS or USPS Media Mail.

Video Tapes/Cassettes

° Alternative Community Training
(Non-profit) (Video Tapes & Floppy Disks)
2200 Burlington, Columbia, MO 65202,
800-359-4607 www.actrecycling.org

o Green Disk
(All forms of electronic media & cases),
800-305-3475 www.greendisk.com

o Plastic Recycling Inc.
(Video Tapes, Audio Cassettes, CD’s & DVD’s)
2015 S. Pennsylvania St.
(Remove all paper & cardboard)
Indianapolis, IN 46225, 317-780-6100

Vinyl Siding

Although vinyl siding is recyclable, we were unable
to identify any facilities or businesses in the area
that accept it for recycling. So the only option
currently is to discard it at a permitted landfill. Do not
burn it.
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Index of Materials

Aerosol Cans, 26 Pesticides, 35

Aluminum Cans, 26 Phone Books, 35

Antifreeze, 26 Plastic Bags, 35, 36

Appliances, 26 Plastic Recycling, 36

Asbestos, 26-27 Poisons, 36

Asphalt, 27 Propane Tanks, 36

Batteries, 27 Shoes, 35-36

Books & Encyclopedias, 27 Shredded Paper, 36

Bubble Wrap, 27, 28 Smoke Detectors, 36

Cardboard, 28 Styrofoam Packing Materials, 36

Carpeting, 28 Thermometers & Thermostats, 36

Cell Phones & Chargers, 28 Toner Cartridges, 36

Christmas Trees, 28, 29 Tires, 21, 37

Cleaning Products, 29 Vermicomposting, 37

Clothing, 29 Video Tapes/Cassettes, 37

Composting, 29 Vinyl Siding, 37

Computer Equipment, 29

Concrete, 29 feeeeeeeittintetattati et attaettetatenttnaesttntensns
Construction & Demolition Debris, 29-30 : :
CTlZyOHS, 30 : The first veal vecycling program was introduced

in New York City in the 1890s. The city’s

EZECtVOHZCS, 30 first recycling plant was built in 1898!

Eyeglasses, 30

Fire Extinguishers, 30
Fluorescent Bulbs, 30, 31
Food Waste, 31 feeeeeentttentetatetnettentetntctnattnntesnnctnstennnns .
Furmi'fure, 31 ; A typical family consumes 182 gallons of pop, :
Gasolme, 31, 32 . 29 gallons of juice, 104 gallons of milk,

Glass, 32 : and 26 gallons of bottled water a year.

That’s a lot of containers -
make sure they 're recycled!
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Grocery Bags, 32
Hangers (Clothes), 32
Hearing Aids, 32
Herbicides, 32
Household Hazardous Waste, 32-33
Ink Cartridges, 33
Junk Mail, 33,34

Keys, 34

Landscape Waste, 34
Lumber, 34

Medical Waste, 34, 35
Mercury, 35

Metal (Scrap), 35
Motor Oil & Filters, 35
Paint, 35

Paper Products, 35
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Ogle County Solid Waste Management Department
909 W. Pines Road
Oregon, IL 61061-9067

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle & Rethink!



